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rl Huggeſtions for on og for Convifted Felons, 
and Hoſpitals for the Poor, and other Indigent Debtors in ever 


County : Humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of both Houſes of 
| Parliament : And Printed by the direCtion of his Grace the Arch- 
1 biſhop of Canterbury. 


H E following Suggeſtions may be eaſily reduced by the Wiſdom and Authority of the Par- 
| liament to ſuch Order as may greatly advance the Reputation as well as the Benefit of 


the Nation, and whoever uſeth their Intereſt for promoting thereof, will do a Work ac- 
ceptable both to God and Man; for it would mightily curb the Vices of Swearing , Sab- 
bath-breaking, and Drunkenneſs, &c. from which Fountains the other Capital Offences hare 
their riſe. It wonld likewiſe leſſen the number of fuch great Offenders as deſerve Death, 
who by. a long continuance in Vice and Immoralicy have loſt all Fear of God, and ſo extin- 
guiſhed all Belict of a future State, that they are not only fir for any Villany, but likewiſe 
undervalue the higheſt Puniſhment that the Law can inflict; Thinking that all ſorrow as well 
as Joy is ended by a few Minutes pain in Death. Bat if the puniſhment of Hard Labour were 
put upon them, together with an indelible Mark of their Roguery upon their Faces, it would be 
2 much greater Terror to them and others that may be tempted to the like Crimes. It wonld 
alſo be a great Relief to the Poor ; for ſuch who deign to imploy them, will kaow where to find 
them, and bow to come by their Goods again : And- further, the advantage thereof would be 
great for poor ſtarving Debtors; for ſuch poor ſtarvelings are commonly in for ſmall ſumms, 
who by this Method may be enabled not only to ſubſiſt themſelves, but alſo to make a partial if 
not total ſatisfaftion to their Creditors. - In ſhort, it hath a tendency'to reſtrain Vice in general, 
to promote Vertue and Trade more than ever ; Mens Houſes will then be more ſecure from Thieves, 
their Bodies from the Swords of __ CC _—_— ator Ln ety; Men and Pick- 
; d the youls of man r enders unht for Death bettered, and made itent 
_ ECO LT yet not _ puniſhments ; the Counties will be eaſed of _—_ Ld 
Loſſes of Travellers by Robberies, and at laſt. of maintaining Watches npon the Roa , and in 
proceſs of time the Pariſhes will be relieved from that great Charge they are expoſed: unto in 
maintaining the Poor in an Idle Liſe. And, tocorclude, the Honour of our Countrey will thereby 


be advanced, which is mightily Eclipſed by the your Number of Beggars and Vagabonds, that 
frequent our Streets and High-wayes, cheating and thieving when they have aa Opportunity. To 
Effet which, ir is ſuggeſted, yy" G 


I. That Laws already made againſt Swearing und the like Vices be duely pnt in Execution, 
and that ſuch New Laws as fhall be found neceſſary for the better ſupreſſion of Vice be made. 


[. That the Forfcitures for ſuch Offences, be applyed to ſupport the Charge of Jail and 
Hoſpital Work-hovles : This wiil have a double Effect, for it will not only diminiſh the number 
of Felons and idle Vagabonds, and employ the poor, but ic wil) leſſen the Number of Swearers, 
Sabbath-breakers, and 1uch like Offenders ; for from thoſe two Fountains, iz. the Atheiſm that 


ſuch Vices lead mens minds to, and the Poverty that others fall under, all capical Offences have 
their Source as is avoveſaid. 


| 7 Lil. That it may be lawfull for the King to Exchange the Puniſhment of Death, when he 
{ thinks fir, except in Caſes of Murther, for a conſtant Bondage and Servitude in ſuch Work- 
I houſcs. 
IV. That Two Pence per Pound for One year,”of the ycarly Rent of all the Lands in England, 
be advanced, to build or purchaſe Jail-Hoſpirals and Work-houſes for Convidts, and the Poor in 
every County : Some are of Opinion that a voluntary Contribution will be better than ſuch 2 
Tax ; but the Author hereof fears it will not be ſo certain, nor ſo ſoon collected ; and theretore 
thinks ſince the Benefit is general, it will not be thought grievous to the Subject, to advance for 
once in this manner, or any other way that the Wiſdom of the Parliament ſhall think fir. 
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V. That the Fellons that ſhall be pot into.theſe W ork- houſes, may have the Initial Letters of 
th-ir Name, Sir-Name, Crime ard County, put upon their Faces, with Gun-powder, or ſome 
ſuch indelible Mark, that thereby they may be known in Cafe they eſcape. 

|t is objected, That a Mark with Gun-powder is impraQiicable without great pain. Avrſ, Pain 
is a Punifhment they have deſerved: And yet ſome ſay it may be done. without any Pain, by 
other Tingivg Preparations. Others obje&t, That ſuch an indelible Mark will expoſc Perſons: 
to a cofitifinal Conternpr, if it fhonld be thought fit to ſet them ac Liberty upon Extraerdi. 
nary Signs of Repentance and Reformation. It may be anſwered, That few pardoned Con- 
vitts have followed a virtuous Courſe of Life, their Brand upon the Hand being generally an 
Farnelt of the ſacceeding Haiter. Burt all is to be ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of the Parlia- 
ment. | ; 
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VI. That no Wages, but bare and ordinary Food be allowed to Fellons and Idle Vagabonds, 
but that ſome ſmall matter more be allowed to the poor if they can Earn ir. 


VII. That Incouragement be given to ſuch ſubſtantial Tradeſmen and others who ſhall be 


found willing to employ thoſe Creatures, to-Incorporate all over England; or in cvery County 
by themſelves ; for the better managing ſuch Work-houſes. 


VIII. That the Overſcers of ſuch Hoſpitals have Power to puniſh with Whip and Pump, if 


the 7 ar b refuſe to work ; and to inflift ſomething, yet more ſevere, if they wilfully ſpoil 
their Work. | 
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IX. That the Overſeers have Power to Let out the Fellons to Day-labour in Chains, if they 

have not Work for them within doors, to draw in Carts, Mills, to turn Wheels, mend High- 

wayes, cleanſe Streets, dig in Coal-pits and other Mines; and if Artificers, to ſuch Maliters of 
Handy-crafts as will hire them at a certain rate per diem to be payd to the Hoſpital. 


*q 
—————— - SORRY . 


*»* x* = , bh & 1 
| - cuaioan cod. - want ae EI ee 


( 


X. That the Law for the whole Scheme be Temporary, till it be known heros the de- _= 
t will not be able to defray its own Charge 


fired Effeft can be attained by it. | & WD 


Some object againſt the whole as a Projett | 
Annually. "Sa 

pad ;Then other Methods for defraying the Charge muſt be thought of, for ſome time, 
till the Priſoners own Labour can produce it, rather than the publick Good ſhould be neg- 
lefted. But if the Forſeitures for the ſmaller Offences firſt mentioned be duely colleCted, they 


uk 


= witt #ot only.,fully defray the maintenauce af ſuch as are in the Hoſpitals, if by their own 


Labour it cannot be done,” bat will alfo a Fund to encourage the taking of High-way- 
men, and ather Thieves ; and thus Yices beconts Inſtrumental mutually to deſtroy one another. 
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